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“In our old home, we did
not have enough room
when people walked in, and
we were always congested,”
Mr. Lawrence says. “We had
a formal living room and a
formal dining room, and
everyone seemed to con-
gregate in the family room.

“The idea behind this
huge room was to have
something central that
everyone would use.”

The powder room is in-
teresting because even
though there aren’t any
windows, there is natural
light coming in through the
glass blocks embedded in
the wall. A Mexican glass
sink carries through the
theme of the glass blocks.

The home is 21st century
through and through.

The floors, which are ei-
ther wood or ceramic tile,
are heated; it’s wired with
cameras; and even the
stereo speakers are hidden
within the pillared sur-
round of the main room.

On either side of the
front-door closets, there’s
what looks like a nook,
tucked into the room’s
hexagonal shape. One side
serves as an office, with a
fancy desk and bookcases.
The other side serves as a
formal dining space with a
large table and chairs.

Off to the right of this
room, through a door, the
master bedroom has a fire-
place and to-die-for en-
suite. The octagonal tray
ceiling over the bed has a
string of Christmas lights
set inside it to light it up.

Ceilings appear to be one
of Mr. Lawrence’s signa-
tures: Every room in the
home has a different ceil-

ing, many of which are
soaring.

The large master bed-
room has two walk-in clos-
ets, but it’s the ensuite that
is completely stunning. The
ceramic tiled room — big
enough, at four by four
metres, to house a grand

piano — features a double
vanity and large double
shower (there’s one head
on either end) and a mon-
strous Jacuzzi tub that also
fits two.

“In our travels we’d see
things that we liked and
we’d say ‘That’s what we

want in the dream home,’ ”
Mrs. Lawrence says.

The kitchen, also off the
great room, has cherry
stained cabinets, black gran-
ite countertops and an is-
land around which parties
continue to centre.

The solarium, a room
they plan to use year-
round, sits next to it and
features a small table for
four. Pointing outside into
the snowy backyard, Mr.
Lawrence says: “That’s
where the pool’s going to
go.”

The second level houses
his architectural office and
the children’s bedrooms, as
well as a bathroom shared
between the kids and the
office.

Brandon’s navy blue room
has a nautical theme, in-
spired by Mr. Lawrence’s
father, who was a ship cap-
tain. The room has two
large porthole windows.

Amanda has a sunny yel-
low room with a loft, which
the kids climb to watch TV.

The mostly unfinished
basement may soon serve
as more office space for Mr.
Lawrence’s firm. For now, it
has a finished rumpus room
and a guest bedroom.

When they built the
house, the Lawrences acted
as the general contractors.
Mrs. Lawrence’s family
runs Ray Jan Construction
and the company framed
the house. 

Mr. Lawrence, who con-
centrates his business on
commercial projects, said
designing this house was a
real challenge.

“This was the hardest job
I ever had to do. I was trying
to please my clients, who
are my wife and two chil-
dren.”

Lawrence: ‘The hardest job
I ever had to do’
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The ceramic tiled master ensuite — big enough to house a
grand piano —  features a double vanity and large double
shower and a monstrous Jacuzzi tub that also fits two.

Jan-04-PG03 Page G3 1/3/03 6:48 PM

Jan-04-PG03 Page G3 1/3/03 6:48 PM


